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This i s a self-ins tructiona l package of materials for teachers 
of Adult Basi c Education. The instructional package consists of the 
SI TT-P Booklet, "Using the CLOZE Procedure" and the audio cassette 




USING THE CLOZE PROCEDURE 
INTRODUCTION 
This package of materials is designed to help you with the 
placement of students in r eading materials in tre Adult Basic Education 
program. The CLOZE procedure is informal. The student does not feel 
as if he is taking a test. The CLOZE procedure can be used with almost 
all reading materials that you have in your program. 








➔ Formation ➔ 
The introduction stage outlines the package stages and package 
objective. The input stage is an audio-tape and slide presentation 
about CLOZE. The practice stage is a series of activities which the 
teacher completes and checks with the feedback provided. The concept-
fonnation stage is the summation of the information about CLOZE . The 
application stage is t he teacher's use of CLOZE in his own adult educa-
tion program. 
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USING THE CLOZE PROCEDURE 
OBJECTI VES 
Package Objective: 
Using the Cloze procedure, the teacher will assess the student's 
level of reading comprehension as a bas i s for placement in instructional 
material. 
Specific Objectives: 
1. To define leve l s of comprehension. 
2. To define the cloze procedure. 
3. To describe the procedures for preparing and admini stering 
a cloze t est . 
4. To compare cloze scor es with other measures of reading 
comprehension. 
5 . To use t he cloze procedure to determine the student ' s 
level of comprehension in any given r eading material . 
6. To sel ec t appropriate material for the student' s 





Getting ready: You need the following items. 
1. Cassette Tape Recorder 
2 . Audio Tape: "Using the Cloze Procedure" 
3. '!his Package Bookl et , pages 6 to 13 
1. Directions for operating the cassett e recorder are on 
the card a ttached to the r ecorder. 
2. You can play the tape all the way through or stop and 
res tart it at any point. You can also r ewind and replay 
all or any part of the tape , to suit your own needs. 
3. As you play the tape, you will need to r efer to specific 
items of information tha t are presented in this booklet 
in the INPUT section. 
4. '!he audio-tape presentation will last for approximate ly 
thirty minutes. At your convenience, begin the t ape . 
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THREE LEVELS OF READING 
Independent - comprehension is 90 
level percent or higher. 
little or no difficulty 
with the material. 
Instructional - comprehension is 
level 70 to 90 percent. 
Frustration -
I eve I 
the material is chal-
lenging, but not too 
difficult. 
comprehension is 
68 percent or below. 
a great deal of difficulty 
with the material, unable 
to anticipate meaning, 
or grasp the main idea. 
Figure I :T hree levels of reading. 
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Linguists believe that ear l y men 
used many gestures to communicate 
with one a not her . This it is thought, 
was man's first form of 
and the only one he had for a long 
___ _ __ of ti me. Even today we use 
some sign language: ___ example, 
we shake our heads to indicate yes and 
no, ___ point, and we wave. 
Figure 2: An excerpt of a cloze 
exercise. 
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The neurophysiologica l mechanism 
whereby the type of flexible receptor-
effector dynamic relationship could 
operate is by no means wholly clear, 
but a numbe r of factors pr edisposing 
to variability of reaction are evident . 
First must be ment ioned the spontaneous 
impulse discharge of ___ nerve 
cells, discussed above. This in con-
junction with the ___ of neural 
interaction operating on efferent neural 
impulses (efferent ___ interaction) , 
would produce a certain amount of 
variability in ___ reaction . 
Figure 3: An exerpt of a cloze 
exercise. 
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----------- -- - --- - -- •.. --- - - --· 
-+ Identify the material . 
... Select specific passages • 
... Determine interval of deletion 
_. Retype the passage. 
_. Prepare the answer sheet. 
Figure 4: Steps in the preparation 
of a CLOZE exercise. 
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A -
The next morning Stormalong left 
Nantucket for the mainland. His duffel 
bag over his shoulder, he walked down 
'
1 the road. 
~ 
Jack and Billy went to the store. 
They wanted to buy some trucks. 
Jack went up to the man in the 
store. He asked, Where are the 
trucks?'' 
Figure 5: A comparison of the 
difficulty level of two 
samples of reading 
material. 
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Various kinds of domestic animals 
contribute immeasurably to man's 
comfort and convenience. Sheep hold 
a primary place among these animals. 
Wool, ~is the warm soft, hairy 
coveringof'some animals, (§])be 
obtained from llamas, alpacas, and goats 
as well@from sheep ••••• 
Various kinds of domestic animals 
contribute immeasurably to man's 
comfort and convenience. Sheep hold 
a primary place among these animals. 
Wool, ____ is the worm soft, hairy 
covering of some animals, 
1 
be 
ob ta i n e d f r o m 11 a ma s, al pa c a s, a n d g oats, 
as well ___ from sheep .••• 
3 
Figure 6: Retyping the passage. 
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~ Administer the cloze exercise. 
~ Score the student's responses. 
_. Determine the passage di fficulty . 
_. Place the student in reading 
materials. 









I n st ruction a I , 40 - 5 O ?~-





0 - 67 % 
I 
68 - 8 5 'fc 
.. .,_ ----·••··--,. ------·--------------· ·-----· · 
Ind e pendent 51 - 6 O ·;~ 86 - 100 ~/4., 
Reading 
Leve I 
.·• --- -- - -· ------ - - -- .. ---·--------·-
Figure 8: Comparing cloze scores 








USE THE PASSAGE BELOW TO PREPARE A CLOZE EXERCISE. 
Follow the steps listed, checking each step as you complete it. 
STEP 1. Examine the passage. Estimate tre frequency of new concepts 
and level of difficulty. Decide how often to delete words in 
the passage. 
Delete every 5th or 10th word. 
(Circle your decision) . 
CHECK WITII FEEDBACK FOR STEP 1 ON PAGE 20. 
STEP 2. Prepare the cloze exercise. Retype the passage and put an eight 
space line in place of each deleted word. NOTE: DO NOT DELETE 
WORDS IN THE FIRST OR LAST SENTENCES. COUNT HYPHENATED WORDS AS 
ONE WORD. COUNT NUMBERS AS WORDS. 
Number the blanks. 
CIECK WITH FEEDBACK FOR STEP 2 ON PAGE 21. 
The Homing Pigeon 
(from Four Corners in the Sky, p. 27) 
'lbe homing pigeon is a s pecial breed of pigeon developed for racing 
and carrying messages. Homing pigeons carried messages for the ancient 
Egyptians and Persians three thousand years ago. In Greece, pigeons 
carried news of the Olympic Games to different cities. The Romans used 
them to send military messages. Homing pigeons served the United States 
Armed Forces during World Wars I and II and in the Korean War. 
Some amazing stories have been told of pigeons delivering messages 
during combat. One bird carried a message twenty-four miles in twenty-
five minutes. It arrived with one leg shot off and its breast injured. 
Many persons enjoy racing homing pigeons. '1.hese races often cover 
distances of several hundred miles. If the birds are to be raced, the 
owner trains them over the area in which the race is to be held. The 
trainer chooses birds that are in the finest condition. '1.hey must have 
perfect, unbroken wing feathers. Races of five hundred miles are very 
cOlllilOn. 'J.wo and three year old pigeons make the speediest racers. Older 
birds perform better in bad weather. 
No one knows exactly how pigeons find their way across several 
hundred miles to reach home. Homing pigeons have been known to fly more 
than a thousand miles in two days. '1.his does not give them much time for 
wandering, so somehow they know the proper direction to take. Like other 
birds, homing pigeons can see and remember visible landmarks. 'Ibis does 
not explain, however, their homing over unfamiliar territory. 
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STEP 3. Prepare an answer sheet. List the exact words which have been 
deleted from the passage, to correspond with the numbered blanks . 








8. 19 . 
9. 20 . 
10. 21. 
11. 22. 
CHECK WITH FEEDBACK FOR STEP 3 ON PAGE 22. 
STEP 4. Prepare a set of directions which will be given 
to the ABE student before he begins the CLOZE 
exercise. 
What will you tell the student to do? 
How will you check to see that the student understands 
the direct ions ? 
Write the directions below: 
CHECK WITH FEEDBACK FOR STEP 4 ON PAGE 22 . 
STEP 5. Score the cloze passage below. The student has written 
his answers in the blanks. Examine the answers and count 
only the exact replacements as correct , using the answer 
sheet you have prepared. 
Compute the percentage of correct answer s: 
Total blanks) Total number correct X 100 = ___ % 
CHECK WITH FEEDBACK FOR STEP 5 ON PAGE 23 . 
17 
The homing pigeon is a special breed of pigeon developed for 
racing and carrying messages. Homing pigeons carried messages for the 
ancient Egyptians andfl-'l.U'-k..aJthree thousand years ago. In Greece, pigeons 
1 
carried news /:o- the Olympic Games to different cities. The Romans 
2 
used N(!,,.dltA,' to send military messages. 
3 
Homing pigeons served the United 
d,~ Armed Forces during World Wars I and II and the Korean War. 
4 
Some amazing stories have been told C{~ pi geons delivering 
6 
messages during combat. One bird carried a,m1.1.e4~twenty-four miles in 
7 
twenty-five minutes. It arrived with one ,w•kj< shot off and i ts breast 
8 
injured. 
Many persons enjoy .~17 homing pigeons . These races often 
cover distances of several~miles. If the birds are to be raced, 
10 
the ~trains them over the area in which the race-~'-=-'-- to be 
11 , 12 
held. The trainer chooses birds that are v11./ _...=;....:..=_ the finest condition. 
13 
They must have perfect, unbroken wing ---- Races of five hundred 
14 
miles are very common. TWO- three-year old pigeons make the 
15 
speediest racers. Older t.~.a/ perform better in bad weather. 
16 
No one knows exactly ~pigeons find their way across several 
17 
hundred miles to fl(} YY..L home • 
18 
Homing pigeons have been known to fly more 
~ 
19 
a thousand miles in two days . This does not /4,· ..:t.,"'-{_ ' them much 
20 
time for wandering, so somehow they know p/u,cJ~>proper direction to 
take. Like other birds , homing pigeons .v~2J.l see and remember 
22 
visible landmarks. This does not explain, however, their over 
unfamiliar territory. 
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STEP 6. Using the CLOZE score, determine the level of difficulty of 
the passage for the student. 
Examine the CLOZE CRITERIA chart below. The score of 45% 
falls within the range of scores at the level. ------
CHECK WITH FEEDBACK FOR STEP 6 ON PAGE 23. 
READING LEVEL 
FRIJSTRATIOO LEVEL-
Even with instruction 
and help, the material 
CLOZE CRITERIA 
is too difficult. 'Ihe 
student is unable to 
read adequately or under-
stand the material • 
INSTRUCTIONAL LEVEL-
With instruction, the 
student is able to read 
and understand the material 
adequately. 
INDEPENDENT LEVEL-
No instruction or help 
is necessary. The student 
reads and works on his own. 
CLOZE SCORE : Percentage 
of Correct Answers in a 
Given Passage 
0 to 39% 
40 to 50% 
51 to 60% or higher 
STEP 7. Place the student in appropria t e materials: 
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a. Would you use materials from Four Corners in the Sky (the cloze 
passage came from this text-workbook) for independent study? 
__ yes, __ no. Why? _______________ _ 
b. Would you use the material to teach the student new vocabulary 
and concepts, as well as specific comprehension skills? 
___ yes, __ no. Why? _______________ _ 
CHECK WITH FEEDBACK FOR STEP 7 ON PAGE 23. 
FEEDBACK FOR STEP 1 
Delete every 10th word. 
'lhe passage contains several specialized terms. Several 
concepts related to homing pigeons are discussed. the 
sentences vary in length and complexity. 'Iherefore, the 
decision is made to delete every 10th word. 
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FEEDBACK FOR STEP 2 
The homing pigeon is a special breed of pigeon developed for 
racing and carrying messages. Homing pigeons carried messages for the 
ancient Egyptians and ----- three thousand years ago. In Greece, 
1 
pigeons carried news the Olympic Games to different cities. 
2 
'!he Romans used _____ to send military messages. Homing pigeons 
3 
served the United _____ Armed Forces during World Wars I and II 
4 
and the Korean War. -----
5 
21 
Some amazing stories have been told 







in twenty-five minutes. It arrived with one ----- shot off and its 
8 
breast injured. 
Many persons enjoy homing pigeons. 'Ihese races often -----
9 
cover distances of several miles. If the birds are to be -----10 
raced, the trains them over the area in which the race ----- -----
11 12 
to be held. The trainer chooses birds that are the finest -----
13 
condition. '!hey must have perfect, unbroken wing ----- Races of 
14 
five hundred miles are very connnon. TWo- ----- three-year old 
15 
pigeons make the speediest racers. Older ____ _ perform better in 
16 
bad weather. 
No one knows exactly ----- pigeons find their way across 
17 
several hundred miles to home. Homing pigeons have been known -----18 
to fly more ----- a thousand miles in two days. This does not 
19 
them much time for wandering, so somehow they know ____ _ 
20 21 
proper direction to take. Like other birds, homing pigeons _____ see 
22 
and remember visible landmarks. This does not explain, however, their 
homing over unfamiliar territory. 
FEEDBACK FOR STEP 3 
1. Persians 12. is 
2. of 13. in 
3. them 14. feathers 
4. States 15. and 
5. in 16. birds 
6. of 17. how 
7. message 18. reach 
8. leg 19. than 
9. racing 20. give 
1 o. hundred 21. the 
11. owner 22. can 
FEEDBACK FOR STEP 4 
Check to see that your directions included the following information: 
The student will reconstruct the passage as best as 
---he can, by reading the passage and supplying the 
missing words. 
The student writes his answers directly on the cloze ---sheet in the blanks, or on a separate answer sheet. 
___ The student works at his own pace, on his own. (This 
is not a timed test ••• you need not even call it a test.) 
The student repeats the directions to demonstrate his ---understanding, or 
The student completes a sample exercise of one or two 
sentences, before be works on the "test" exercise. 
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FEEDBACK FOR STEP 5 
Total possible correct - 22 







FEEDBACK FOR STEP 6 
X 100 = 45% 
'!1le score of 45% falls with the range of scores at the INSTRUCTIONAL 
LEVEL. 
FEEDBACK FOR STEP 7 
According to the student's performance on the cloze passage, 
this material is too difficult for independent study. 
However, with instruction in vocabulary and comprehension 
skills, the student might later be able to work independently 
with the same set of materials. 
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At this point, the material is most appropriate for instruction. 
It is challenging but not too difficult. The student may need 
some specific instruction and help with reading and comprehending 
the meaning of "new words and phrases". He may also need 
instruction in comprehension skills, such as locating the main 





RETURN TO THE TRAINING PROGRAM IN ADULT EDUCATION 
Univer s ity of Tennessee 
15 Henson Hall 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37916 
Attn: Dr. John M. Peters 
Concept Formation Stage: 
You have worked with the audio-tape - script book presentation 
and have practiced the various steps involved in using the CLOZE 
procedure to assess r eading l evel s of comprehens ion. 
At this point, you should be able to describe the CLOZE 
procedure to a fellow teacher, and relate how the procedure can be 
used in your ABE program to aid you in selecting appropria te materials 
for the student to r e ad. 
Write your ''hypothetical" (what you would say to a fellow 
teacher) description below. 
Do you have any unanswered questions? Any additional comments? Write 
them below: 
25 
Name. _________________ _____ Date ___________ _ 
Addr ess. _____________ ___ _________________ _ 
26 
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Application Stage: USE THE CLOZE PROCEDURE rn YOUR ABE CLASSROOM 
At this stage you are ready to apply the information and skills 
focused on in this package to the specific needs of your classroom. 
Several kinds of activities are possible; these alternatives are listed 
below. Select~ of the alternatives or design your own application 
of the cloze procedure with your students. On the sheets that follow, 
specify what you did, the problems that you faced, the materials you 
prepared and the student's responses, your scoring and interpretation, 
and so on. Send us your description, the cloze materials, with responses 
and scoring and your analysis and interpretation, using the pages that 
follow. 
Alternatives: 
1. Use the cloze procedure to determine the comprehension level 
of three students (that you estimate are working at the 
same level or at different levels) in a given text, workbook, 
etc. The three students read the same passage or passages 
and you score and interpre t each of the cloze tests. Are 
the materials appropriate for each of the students. 
2. Use the cloze procedure to place a student in a new set 
of materials, (a reading kit of varying levels, aseries 
of workbook texts , a series of paperbacks, pamphlets, etc.) 
Select three examples of materials from three levels 
(approximately beginning, middle and end) and prepare three 
cloze passages, for the student to complete. Score his 
r esponses and determine in which of the levels you would 
place the student for instruction, or for independent work. 
3. Use the cloze procedure to "spot check" a student's 
progress. Determine if the materia l has become too easy, 
or too difficult, or if it is "instructional". Make some 
r econnnendations , based on the cloze test results. 
4. Other? 
Application Stage: 
RETURN TO THE TRAINING PROGRAM IN ADULT EDUCATION 
University of Tennessee 
15 Henson Hall 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37916 
Attn: Dr. John M. Peters 
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1. Report your experiences with the cloze procedure below, and send 
us samples of the cloze exercises you prepared and administered 
to your students . Indicate how the exercises were scored and how 
you used the scores to determine the pupuil's placement in the 
reading materials . 
2. Indicate any problems or questions you have concerning cloze procedure . 
